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City decision may
be first of its kind
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STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

With its approval of the
proposed Inspritu Verde proj-
ect earlier this week, the city of
Steamboat Springs unknowingly
may have gone where no com-
munity has gone before.

Sandy Wiggins, a member of
the U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil’s board of directors and its for-
mer chairman, said his research
suggests Steamboat is the first
municipality in the nation to con-
sider green building practices as
a public benefit that can offset
requested variances to a develop-
ment code.

“That really is a very unique
public policy move,” Wiggins
said. “There are lots of public
policy pieces at play across the
country where green building is
being (encouraged with incen-
tives) or mandated. But this is a
little bit different. ... I think it’s a
national first.

“I think it’s appropriate,”
Wiggins continued, “and I really
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