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President-elect
banks on public
works project

Ann Sanner
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO

President-elect Barack Ob-
ama said Saturday he wants to
revive the economy through a
job-creating public works plan
on a scale unseen since the
building program
of the interstate
highway system in
the 1950s.

He offered no
price estimate for
the grand plan,
how the money
might be divided
or the effect on the country’s
financial health at a time of bur-
geoning deficits.

The ideas were outlined in
the weekly radio address the day
after the government reported
that employers cut 533,000 jobs
in November, the most in 34
years. They are part of a vision
for a massive economy recovery
plan Obama wants Congress
to pass and have waiting on his
desk when he takes office Jan.
20.
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“spend,” relying instead on
“invest” or “investments,” and
pledging wise stewardship of]
taxpayer money in upgrading
roads and schools, and making
public buildings more energy-
efficient.

“We won’t just throw money|
at the problem,” Obama said.
“We’ll measure progress by the
reforms we make and the results
we achieve — by the jobs we
create, by the energy we save, by
whether America is more com-
petitive in the world.”

Obama said his plan would
employ millions of people by
“making the single largest new
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for some of the six affordable con:  community that the ordinance, it “I disagree that the inclusionary

dominiums he vainly is trying to  doesn’t work,” Hurley said. At zoning and the community hous-

sell at Trappeur’s Crossing. what point in time do we say it ing plan is a complete failyre,” said JOHN E. RUSSELL/STAFF
He’s turned them into offices. hasn’t worked, and we need to look Nancy Engelken, the city’s com- Michael Hurley, sales manager atTrappeur’s Crossing, says he can-
Hurley, sales manager at Trap- at another option?” munity housing coordinator. “The not sell six affordable housing units at the development that are required

peur’s, is one of many in the At a time when the city’s afford-  forces impacting it have nothing to by ity ordinances. Although additional Steamboat developers are echoing

Steamboat Springs development able housing regulations are com- the sentiment and calling the city’s affordable housing policies a failure,

community chalking the city’s ing under heavy scrutiny, people See Housing, page 9A others say the ordinances need only minor revisions, if any.
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To report home delivery problems,
please call 970-871-4250 on Sunday
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Recession could
have lasting effects
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STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

Economic experts officially
declared a recession last week,
sending the stock market tum-
bling and raising questions
about the implications.

Steamboat Springs is feel-
ing the effects of a recession
that the National Bureau of
Economic Research said be-
gan in December 2007. Un-
employment is increasing in the
nation, state and county, and
layoffs have been reported at
the Steamboat Ski Area and
other local businesses. City
sales tax collections were down
for September compared with
2007, and early indications are
that October numbers also will
show a decline.

Steven Hofman, former di-
rector of research and policy for
U.S. House Republican lead-
ership, offered his perspective
on the issues Steamboat will
encounter in the days ahead.
He noted that the current reces-

See Recession, page 8A
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heats up
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STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

As winter sets in, dipping
temperatures are creating high-
er utility bills and pushing some
low-income residents to reach
out for help with heating costs.

Funds to assist with win-
ter heating bills are available
through the federally funded
Low-Income Energy Assistance
Program which currently is
accepting applications for the
2008-09 winter.

Routt County received
about 130 LEAP applications
in November, said Clarise
Corriveau, who processes the
applications for the Routt
County Department of Human
Services.

“I think it’s probably more
than in years past,” Corriveau

said, nnfing that it 1s her first
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