
Curiosity was buzzing at 

Steamboat Oktober-

West on Saturday as 

questions brewed under a ban-

ner for an unheard-of business 
that called 
Steamboat 
Springs 
home.

Locals 
and beer 
festival visi-
tors were 
getting their 

first taste of the still-unnamed 

IPA and Irish red beers pro-

duced by Butcherknife Brew-

ing Co.
“We’ve always believed 

Steamboat is ripe with oppor-

tunity for a hometown brew-

ery, and things just get more 

and more exciting the more 

people learn about our plans,” 

said Mark Fitzgerald, a five-

year Steamboat resident who 

started planning seriously for 

the brewery in 2009.

Fitzgerald, 35, said he was 

not a beer drinker growing up, 

but he fell in love with it as an 

adult teaching in the Czech 

Republic.
Currently, the brewery is 

still a home-based operation, 

but Butcherknife plans to start 

large-scale production possi-

bly by mid-2012.
“The recipes are dialed in,” 

said Nate Johansing, who 

became Fitzgerald’s business 

partner a year ago.

Johansing, 30, is a Colora-

do native who grew up ski rac-

ing in Steamboat and became 

passionate about beer when he 

started learning the chemistry 

behind hops, a primary ingre-

dient.
Johansing recently returned 

from Germany, where he spent 

a year studying brewing. He 

now can be called Master 

Brewer Nate Johansing.

The founders are self-

financed, but Fitzgerald said 

they may take on investors in 

the future. They are looking 

for Butcherknife’s permanent 

home and want enough room 

to expand easily. They would 

take as much as 5,000 square 

feet of  space if  the price was 

good, Fitzgerald said. The 

brewery would include a tap 

room where people could 

taste the product and fill 

growlers.

Building a brand
When people associate 

brewery with Steamboat, they 

think of  Mahogany Ridge 

Brewery and Grill at Fifth 

Street and Lincoln Avenue 

downtown.
The location has been 

home to a brewery since 

1992, current owner Charlie 

Noble said.
He said they used to brew 

and distribute about 1,000 

barrels each year. To put 

that in perspective, each of 

the vats located behind the 

Mahogany bar holds about 

10 barrels.
These days, the focus at 

Mahogany is on supplying 

the restaurant, and about 450 

barrels are brewed annually, 

Noble said.
Mahogany would maintain 

its niche operations with a 

new craft brewer in town.

“They’re looking for 

shelf  space in Central Park 

Liquors,” Noble said. “I’m 

looking for customers coming 

through the door.”

Noble wished Butcherknife 

good luck.
“Anything that brings 

attention to the industry is 

going to be positive,” Noble 

said. “It keeps the romance 

of  the brew pub.”
With 4,000 square feet ded-

icated to brewing, Fitzger-

ald said they could produce 

between 4,000 and 8,000 bar-

rels of  beer each year if  there 

was enough demand.

The plan is to produce 

the beer and work with dis-

tributors to get into liquor 

stores, bars and restaurants in 

Northwest Colorado, and then

Steamboat Springs

residents debut their

product at OktoberWest
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In the same week that two of 

Routt County’s three school dis-

tricts endorsed a November bal-

lot measure that would raise an 

estimated $2.9 billion for public 

schools by increas-

ing state taxes for 

five years, a group 

of lawmakers in 

Denver kicked 

off an opposition 

campaign.
Hours before 

delivering a press 

conference Thurs-

day at the state 

Capitol, where he 

warned that Prop-

osition 103 would 

be harmful to Col-

orado’s economy and kill jobs, 

former state Rep. Victor Mitch-

ell, R-Castle Rock, said he 

would work until Nov. 1 to ask 

voters to oppose the tax hike.

“It’s absolutely terrible, and 

it’s coming at the most inoppor-

tune time,” Mitchell said. “A tax 

increase when unemployment is 

almost at 9 percent comes at a 

terrible time.”
Proposition 103 would gen-

erate an estimated $532 million 

next year for school districts in 

Colorado by raising the state 

income tax rate from 4.63 per-

cent to 5 percent, and the sales 

tax rate from 2.9 percent to 3 

percent starting Jan. 1.

Mitchell said the increase is 

too much.
“It’s going to hurt every Col-

orado citizen, whether you live 

in Steamboat Springs or along 

the Front Range,” he said. “This 

is no small tax increase.”

State Sen. Jean White, 

R- Hayden, declined to offer 

a position on the measure on 

Thursday but also said it comes 

Former lawmaker 

says Proposition 103 

is ‘absolutely terrible’
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Community members on Sat-

urday celebrated the addition of 

586 acres of Emerald Mountain 

open space that will be undevel-

oped and publicly available in 

perpetuity.
New York’s “Central Park is a 

great park, but it can’t beat this,” 

Steamboat Springs City Council 

member Walter Magill said. “It 

puts us up there.”
About 30 gathered at the base 

of Howelsen Hill for the dedi-

cation Saturday. The plan was 

to ride the chairlift and take a 

short hike to the property, but 

constant rain kept the speeches 

in the yurt by the Alpine Slide. 

The speeches were followed by a 

soggy ribbon-cutting ceremony 

in the nearby grass at the base of 

Emerald.
“It’s unique beyond unique,” 

said Grant Fenton, a leader of 

local Bike Town USA efforts. 

“It’s amazing what this com-

munity can do when it comes 

together in a collaborative way.”

Emerald has many uses, but 

Fenton said the $1.3 million land 

purchase was an example of why 

Steamboat recently was recog-

nized along with 13 other cities 

with gold status from the Bicycle 

Friendly Community group.

City officials spent months 

debating and negotiating the pur-

chase of the land on the north 

side of Emerald owned by Lyman 

Orton. It was a tough sell for 

some as the city faced a shrinking 

budget that had led to a reduction 

in city services and furloughs for 

some city employees.

Vision for land includes Nordic center, expanded trail system

MATT STENSLAND/STAFF

Howelsen Emerald Mountain Park President Dan Smilkstein holds scissors he 

used to cut a ribbon with Steamboat Springs City Council member Walter Magill on 

Saturday during a ceremony celebrating the purchase of 586 acres of land on Emerald.
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Emerald purchase celebrated

See Emerald, page 5A
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SteamboatToday.com/

events, or scan this code 

with your smartphone.

Group 
forms to 
oppose 
tax hike

Like us on 
Facebook 
and follow 
Steamboatpilot 
on Twitter.

See Opposition, page 5A

Business plans brewing

Above: Steamboat Springs-based 

Butcherknife Brewing Co. owners Mark 

Fitzgerald, right, and Nate Johansing 

debut their beer during Steamboat 

OktoberWest on Saturday in Gondola 

Square. Right: Butcherknife Brewing 

Co. owners Mark Fitzgerald, right, and 

Nate Johansing say their beer recipes 

are ready, and they plan on starting 

large-scale production in 2012.

See OktoberWest, page 5A
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Routt County Judge James Garrecht leads incoming Routt County Sheriff Garrett Wiggins in the oath of office  Tuesday morning at the Routt County Courthouse. 

Several other Routt County elected officials also were sworn in, including Commissioner Diane Mitsch Bush, Clerk and Recorder Kay Weinland, Treasurer Jeanne Whiddon, Assessor 

Gary Peterson and Surveyor Skidge Moon.
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Routt County Sheriff’s Office 

deputies went to work for a new 

boss Tuesday after Sheriff Garrett 

Wiggins was sworn in at the his-

toric downtown courthouse.

Wiggins wasted little time 

getting to work. After moving 

some things into his new office, 

Wiggins planned a department-

wide meeting to explain his law 

enforcement philosophy.

Tuesday’s transition rep-

resented the culmination of a 

goal Wiggins said he’s worked 

toward for years.
“It’s been a long process I’ve 

been working on for five years,” 

said Wiggins, who defeated Gary 

Wall in November’s election. It 

was the county’s most fiercely 

contested race and represented 

a reversal of the 2006 election, 

in which Wall defeated Wiggins. 

“When hard work pays off, it’s a 

really good feeling,” he said.

The election didn’t seem to 

Wiggins takes reins
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■ WEATHER 
Partly 
cloudy. 
High of 28.
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■ SKI REPORT
Midmountain base 65 inches

Summit base 81 inches

Trails open 163/165

Lifts open 
16/16

Total snow* 212 inches

*Total snow at Steamboat Ski Area since Oct. 23 as 

measured at midmountain. For up-to-date road conditions, 

including Rabbit Ears Pass, call 511 or visit www.cotrip.org.

INSIDE: Steamboat pediatricians join program to help parents read more with children • page 6

New sheriff, other county officials sworn in Tuesday

See Wiggins, page 18
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The horrific shooting Satur -

day in Arizona has struck hearts 

in Steamboat Springs. 

Sonja Macys, executive direc-

tor of Yampatika, is a longtime 

friend of U.S. Rep. 

Gabrielle Giffords, 

one of 20 peo-

ple shot during a 

political meet and 

greet Giffords was 

hosting at a Tucson 

super  market. Six 

people, including a 

federal judge and a 

9-year-old girl, were killed. Giff -

ords was shot in the head and 

remained hospitalized in critical 

condition Tuesday. Jared Lough-

ner, 22, is suspected in the shoot-

ing and in custody. 

Macys said she met Giffords 

in 2001, when Macys became 

executive director of the Tucson 

Aud  u  bon Society and Giffords 

began serving in the Arizona state 

Legislature, before her election to 

Congress. Macys said her role 

with the Audubon Society was 

more politically oriented than her 

Arizona 
shooting 
hits home 
Steamboat’s Sonja 

Macys a friend of 

congresswoman

Macys

See Arizona, page 18

Correction
The story “Political climate focus 

of talk,” on page 6 of Tuesday’s 

Steamboat Today, incorrectly stated 

public relations consultant Kirsten 

Fedewa’s location and involvement 

with The Steamboat Institute. Fedewa 

is based in Virginia and is on the insti-

tute’s board of directors. 

Who serves 
the best 

sandwich?
Vote on ExploreSteamboat.com

FREE

 page 6

Jack Weinstein
PILOT & TODAY STAFF

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

Nearly 37 percent of Routt 

County’s 17,490 registered vot-

ers won’t automatically receive a 

mail ballot for the Nov. 1 general 

election. But there’s still time for 

them to resolve their “inactive” 

voter status. 
Routt County Clerk and 

Recorder Kay Weinland issued 

instructions Friday for how the 

county’s 6,437 inactive voters can 

change their status. Inactive vot-

ers are those who are registered 

to vote but didn’t cast a ballot in 

the 2010 general election. Inac-

tive voters won’t receive mail bal-

lots in this fall’s election unless 

they change their status. 

Weinland said inactive vot-

ers were mailed information 

cards that can be returned by 

mail, fax or email to the Clerk 

and Recorder’s Office by Oct. 3. 

Voters also can go to www.go

votecolorado.com or visit the 

Clerk and Recorder’s Office in 

the Routt County Courthouse in 

downtown Steamboat Springs to 

update their status. 

Weinland said the same dead-

City Council, school board elections start to take shape

Iwas standing on the banks 

of the Yampa River on Fri-

day morning pointing my 

newfangled iPhone 4’s video 

camera at Kevin McBride when 
a trout 
broke the 
water.

McBride, 
who is the 
general 
manager of 
the Upper 
Yampa 
Water Con-
servancy 
District, 
was describ-
ing water 

quality issues to a small group of 

river lovers hosted by Yampatika 

when the trout interrupted him.

The fish was a chunky rain-

bow that was either feeding on 

mayflies or just plain wanted 

to mug for the camera. If my 

smartphone had a fly rod app, I 

probably would have gone after 

the fish. But it didn’t make a 

repeat appearance and the group 

quickly refocused on McBride’s 

description of how there’s much 

more to water quality than meets 

the eye. Another way to put it 

would be to say that there’s much 

more to water than H2O.

“The only time water is in 

its pure H2O state is when it’s a 

vapor,” McBride told the group. 

“And as soon as it has turned 

into liquid water things start to 

dissolve in it. The first thing that 

dissolves in it is gases, and the 

most important gas from a bio-

logical statement is oxygen.”

Trout and other cold-water 

species of fish are better off  

when ample summer flows aren’t 

warmed as readily by the sun and 

the water is able to take up more 
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Race for a cure
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Myla Smith, a great-great-great-granddaughter of Steamboat Springs pioneer James Crawford, runs around the track during the 2011 Relay For Life at Gardner Field in 

Steamboat Springs on Friday. Smith and other participants in this year’s event plan to walk around the clock to raise money.

Voters can change status
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Scan this code with 

your smartphone or 

visit SteamboatToday.
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■ EVENTS

Mostly 
sunny. 
High of 82.
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■ WEATHER
■ RIVER REPORT
Yampa River flow Friday

Noon 
1,080 cfs

8 p.m. 
1,070 cfs

Average for this date 234 cfs

Highest for this date 1,340 cfs, 2011

Lowest for this date 11 cfs, 1934

Streamflow reported in cubic feet per second at the Fifth 

Street Bridge as provided by the U.S. Geological Survey.

The unseen 
determines 
water traits

See Ross, page 2
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See Voters, page 2

CYCLING 
SPIRIT
Costume-clad

fans come out 

to watch event

SPORTS 9A

It was early Saturday 

morning, and Tania Cof-

fey was pressing her-

self  against a metal gate with 

hundreds of  fellow cycling 
fans, clutch-
ing a glossy 
poster with 
several 
autographs 
from pro-
fessional 
cyclists. She 
planned 
to give the 
poster to 
her son.

Coffey, 
a local resi-
dent and 
avid biker, 
said she was 
proud of 
Steamboat 

for turning out in huge num-

bers to support the USA Pro 

Cycling Challenge. And dur-

ing Saturday’s Athletes Alley 

before the Stage 5 race start, 

she was excited to be able to 

see the international athletes 

up close and personal. 

“It’s so dorky,” she said. 

“But it’s so fun to see. Dave 

Zabriskie came down here 

and he signed autographs for 

us, and he is a rock star.

“They’re really nice about 

it.” 
The Stage 5 start of  the 

Pro Cycling Challenge might 

not have had the “wow” fac-

tor of  the sprint finish and 

enormous crowds of  Stage 4 

on Friday afternoon, but Sat-

urday’s expo and send-off 

was a dream come true for 

those who follow the sport of 

cycling.
There were several hun-

dred on hand at the Meadows 

Parking Lot for the morn-

ing event, which offered a 

more behind-the-scenes look 

at how the pro cycling world 

functions. 
The riders warmed up by 

riding through the crowd 

while their support teams 

packed up tires and wheels 

before the 11:20 a.m. start. 

Men with shaved legs and 

spandex wandered the crowd, 

giddy and star-struck, talk-

ing gear ratios with profes-

sional team members. Crowds 

gathered at the door to each 

tour bus, craning their necks 

and lifting cameras overhead 

to catch a glimpse of  the ath-

letes. 
Local resident Karin 

Kagan had her picture taken 

with a few Skil-Shimano team 

members who were lounging 

in the back of  a support car. 

“The direct interaction 

with the athletes has been 

great,” she said. “It’s so great 

that they’ve taken the time.”

Kagan said she had a spe-

cial interest in checking out 

the professionals’ bikes Satur-

day. Today she’s competing in 

the Olympic-distance Steam-

boat Triathlon at Lake Cata-

mount. 
Meeting the pro cyclists 

JOEL REICHENBERGER/STAFF

Daniel Summerhill, of Team Garmin-Cervelo, signs an autograph Saturday 

before the Stage 5 start of the USA Pro Cycling Challenge in Steamboat Springs. 

Several hundred riders were on hand at Meadows Parking Lot to provide a more 

behind-the-scenes look at how the pro cycling world functions. 

JOEL REICHENBERGER/STAFF

The leading edge of the peloton of Stage 5 of the USA Pro Cycling Challenge pedals up Rabbit Ears Pass above the Yampa Valley on Saturday outside Steamboat 

Springs. The riders took off from Meadows Parking Lot in Steamboat and made their way up Rabbit Ears Pass to head over to Breckenridge.

Steamboat’s USA Pro Cycling Challenge host duties end with send-off Saturday
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When Colton Koler trained 

his eyes on the pages of a book 

early last year, he often lost his 

place in the narrative.

“I didn’t have a good attention 

span,” the Soroco Middle School 

seventh-grader said Thursday at 

recess during his first day back 

at school. “I would always lose 

where I was at, and it was frus-

trating.”
One year later, Colton has 

improved from a third-grade to 

a seventh-grade reading level. All 

he needed was a narrator, and 

some speakers to bring his favor-

ite stories to life.
“When I started listening to 

books, it was easier to under-

stand the words as I read along 

with a voice,” he said.

Colton is one of several stu-

dents across Routt County and 

Northwest Colorado who have 

benefited from the arrival of new 

audiobooks and MP3 players in 

school libraries. The tech tools 

were obtained as part of a $9,000 

grant secured by the Northwest 

Colorado Board of Cooperative 

Educational Services last year. 

The grant, which funded a pro-

gram called Learning Every-

where with Alternatives to Print, 

has streamlined the availability 

of audio and e-books that can 

be downloaded from the inter-

net onto a portable media device. 

BOCES grant brings more audio, e-books to Routt County schools

SCOTT FRANZ/STAFF

Steamboat Springs High School senior Miles Maclean navigates the menu screen 

of an MP3 player his reading class will use to listen to audiobooks this semester. The tech 

tools were obtained as part of a $9,000 grant obtained last year. 
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The medical marijuana debate 

in Steamboat Springs, which ear-

lier this summer grew to a seem-

ingly fever pitch, has been quiet 

lately.
That’s just the 

way Kevin Fish-

er wants it. 
“That’s how 

we always inten-

ded this industry 

to be,” said Fish-

er, co-owner of 

Rocky Moun-

tain Remedies, 

Steamboat’s first medical marijua-

na dispensary.
The local medical marijuana 

businesses operated under the 

radar for their first 18 months 

after they started opening in 

fall 2009, but that changed last 

spring. Fisher and medical mari-

juana opponents have said adver-

tising by Aloha’s, a medical mar-

ijuana dispensary in Milner, put 

the industry in the public spot-

light — at least locally.

“It’s the influences outside the 

city in the county who put this on 

the forefront and put this on the 

front page,” Fisher said. “That’s 

not what this is about. It’s about 

safe access to physician-recom-

mended health care. That’s what 

Steamboat wants. And that’s 

what we want to provide.”

Aloha’s owner Chris Ward 

couldn’t be reached for comment 

Friday.
Fisher has said he would orga-

nize a group to support Steam-

boat’s medical marijuana busi-

nesses, but right now he’s just 

encouraging people to register 

to vote.
Steamboat voters will consid-

er Nov. 1 whether to ban medi-

cal marijuana businesses with-

in city limits. The City Council 

unanimously approved putting 

the question to voters May 17 

after a motion to simply ban the 

Groups report 

little activity 

before election
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RIVER REPORT
Yampa River flow Saturday

Noon 
216 cfs

11 p.m. 
224 cfs

Average for this date 120 cfs

Highest for this date 341 cfs, 1957

Lowest for this date 40 cfs, 1931

Streamflow reported in cubic feet per second at Fifth Street.
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All quiet 
on pot 
debate

Taking words off paper

See Grant, page 5A

See Marijuana, page 5A

Online
To register 
to vote or to 
become an 
active voter, 
go to www.
govotecolorado
.com.

For the latest news, follow 

Steamboatpilot on Twitter and like 

Steamboat Pilot & Today on Facebook.

Stage 5 a treat for fans

FUELED UP
Crews keep 

cyclists 
rolling

OUTDOORS

More inside
■ Get a behind-the-

scenes look at racing 

crews, 4A
■ A breakdown of Stage 

5 from Steamboat to 

Breckenridge, 9A

■ Costume-clad crowds 

swarm Rabbit Ears Pass 

to watch the event, 9A

■ Climbing with the pros 

on Rabbit Ears Pass, 9A

See Cycling, page 8A
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Online
For videos and 
photos of Stage 
5 of the USA Pro 

Cycling Challenge 
from Steamboat 

Springs, visit 
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My assignment to cover 

Steamboat Springs 

High School boys and 

girls hoops Friday night lit a big 

fat nostalgia bomb for me.
I spent 

nine years 
split into 
two stints 
covering 
sports for 
the weekly 
Steamboat 
Pilot (yep, 
the paper 
came out 
only once 
a week, 
on Wed-

nesdays). What is really freaking 

me out is the realization that the 

17-year-olds I covered in 1980 are 

now pushing 50, and I’m still 27 

years old!
I’d be willing to bet a case of 

beer that I could line up under 

the basketball backboard with 

the boys and girls starting five 

from the Class of 1981 and beat 

half of them up and down the 

court. And that would put me 

up against some pretty quick 

guys and gals. At least they were 

quick-footed once upon a time.

I was ski bumming in Feb-

ruary 1979 when I answered 

a “sports reporter wanted” ad 

in the Pilot and showed up in 

front of the desk of the late Dee 

Richards wearing a tan three-

piece suit and tie. I was slinging 

some mighty fine clippings of 

murder trials and dairy festivals, 

and I was supremely confident.

Richards confided weeks 

later that she’d had to struggle 

30 years later, I 

return to sidelines

Mike Lawrence
PILOT & TODAY STAFF
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At least one well-known 

local business owner isn’t hold-

ing his breath to see what eco-

nomic development policies 

city officials may or may not 

craft in Centennial Hall.  

“I don’t follow any of that 

stuff, to be honest,” Bill Gamber 

said Thursday. “I’m too busy.”

Gamber is co-owner of BAP, 

Big Agnes and Honey Stinger, 

three award-winning businesses 

making names for themselves 

in the outdoor clothing, out-

door gear and natural energy 

food industries, respectively. 

Walking through the busiest 

little red house in Steamboat 

Springs — the business’ store, 

shop and offices on Oak Street 

— on a Thursday afternoon, 

Gamber shrugged off the pas-

sionate discussions that have 

occurred in recent months 

among Steamboat Springs City 

Council members and business 

community leaders.

He said he’s not really into 

“government intervention.” 

“I kind of believe in capital-

ism,” Gamber said.

The new solar panels on 

the roof  of  the red house, 

installed with assistance from 

state grants, could belie those 

sentiments. But the solar pan-

els are just one of  several addi-

tions to the growing compa-

nies. In recent months, the trio 

of  businesses has expanded 

Honey Stinger offices into an 

As city explores economic development, Honey Stinger expands
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Nate Bird sits in front of Honey Stinger staff  Thursday morning. Behind him is Lauran Dodge and, from left, Nick Sunseri, Pete Kraska, Bill Gamber, holding 

Griffin, Rich Hager, Melanie Maltby and Jeremiah Jackson. 

Company growing hive
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■ SKI REPORT
Midmountain base 81 inches

Summit base 107 inches

Trails open 165/165

Lifts open 
16/16

Total snow* 303 inches

*Total snow at Steamboat Ski Area since Oct. 23 as 

measured at midmountain. For up-to-date road conditions, 

including Rabbit Ears Pass, call 511 or visit www.cotrip.org.

INSIDE: Steamboat Springs High School hockey team topped by No. 3 Chatfield, 4-1  •  page 21

Scan this bar code 

with your smart 
phone or visit 

SteamboatToday.com/

Events for a complete 

events listing.

■ EVENTS
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sunny. 
High of 41.
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See Honey Stinger, page 13

Back in
the sports 
business

Tom Ross
PILOT & TODAY

See Ross, page 11

Online
Learn more about Honey Stinger at 

www.honeystinger.com.

Jack Weinstein
PILOT & TODAY STAFF

OAK CREEK

The rate at which Soroco 

High School students are pro-

gressing academically year after 

year is among the top 8 percent 

of Colorado K-12 schools.

Colorado Department of 

Education Commissioner 

Rob  ert K. Hammond wrote 

in a letter to Principal Den-

nis Alt last month that Soroco 

was selected to receive a Gov-

ernor’s Distinguished Improve-

ment Award for the 2009-10 

school year. The award recog-

nizes schools with the high-

est rates of student longitudi-

nal growth on Colorado State 

Assessment Program tests.

“I think it shows how hard 

the students and teachers have 

been working and how excel-

lent our teaching staff  is to 

have growth rates that high,” 

Alt said. “Our growth (rates) 

have been phenomenal the last 

two years of  CSAP scores.”

Department of  Education 

spokeswoman Megan McDer-

mott said in an email that the 

award was just revealed pub-

licly. She said the award, which 

recognizes growth for a three-

year period, was established by 

statute in 2000.

School recognized for student progress on CSAP tests throughout 3 years

Mike Lawrence
PILOT & TODAY STAFF
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The closing of a mill in Min-

nesota created prohibitive costs 

that are causing Routt Coun-

ty Woolens, after 14 years, to 

sell its remaining blankets and 

other products created with 

local fibers. 
“It’s been a really good run,” 

owner Nancy Mucklow said 

about the business, which annu-

ally shipped local wool from 

numerous producers to Farib-

ault, Minn., where it was pro-

cessed into blankets and other 

products. 
Faribault Woolen Mills 

closed in 2009 after about 144 

years of operation, according 

to the Faribault Daily News. 

Mucklow said she was unable 

to find another American mill 

that could provide all the man-

ufacturing steps — such as 

scouring, cleaning, treating and 

weaving — necessary to cre-

ate products including Routt 

County Woolens’ signature 

blankets. 
“It’s been real hard to get our 

inventory,” she said last week. 

“We decided to put (the busi-

ness) on the back burner for a 

while.”
She said shipping the wool 

to locations overseas, such as 

China, would run counter to 

the company’s emphasis on 

locally produced, American-

made goods. 

Routt County 

Woolens closing
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Bryce Zetzman, 9, of Steamboat Springs, walks through the frigid water of the Catamount Ranch & Club swimming pool during Saturday’s 2011 Penguin 

Plunge. Bryce was jumping with family and friends from the Silver Spur neighborhood. More than $75,000 was raised at the event, which benefits  Yampa Valley 

Medical Center’s cancer care services. 

Soroco lauded for growth
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■ SKI REPORT
Midmountain base 85 inches

Summit base 120 inches

Trails open 165/165

Lifts open 
16/16

Total snow* 384.5 inches

*Total snow at Steamboat Ski Area since Oct. 23 as 

measured at midmountain. For up-to-date road conditions, 

including Rabbit Ears Pass, call 511 or visit www.cotrip.org.

INSIDE: Steamboat Park Challenge series wraps up Sunday at the ski area • page 19
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■ WEATHER

■ GAS PRICES
Cost of a gallon of fuel Sunday

Location Unleaded Diesel

Fuel Stop $3.50 $3.98

West Kum & Go $3.35 $3.84

7-Eleven $3.35 N/A

Petro West $3.40 $3.99

Phillips 66 $3.45 $3.85

Bob’s Conoco $3.49 $3.85

Space Station $3.47 $3.79

Western Convenience $3.32 $3.69

Anglers Kum & Go $3.35 $3.84

Ski Haus $3.45 $3.90

Loaf ‘N Jug $3.35 N/A

Shell $3.44 $3.99

Shop & Hop $3.44 N/A

State Average $3.37 $3.85

Local wool 
company 
sells final 
products

See Woolens, page 14

See Soroco, page 14
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Steamboat Springs’ crystal ball must 

have been broken, or at least a bit cloudy, 

in 2004. 
As the community prepares to embark 

on an extensive, countywide public pro-

cess this spring that could lead to an 

update of  the Steamboat Springs Area 

Community Plan, many of  the projec-

tions that shaped the plan’s last update 

have changed significantly.

In other words, we’re not what we 

thought we would be.

The differences between 2004 fore-

casts and 2011 realities — in popula-

tion, employment and housing trends, 

for example — provide a backdrop for 

a fresh look at the Community Plan, a 

wide-ranging document that guides pri-

orities and policies for the city and its 

surrounding areas. 

Residents will be asked for their opin-

ions in April and May, when city and 

county planners intend to host about 30 

public meetings across Routt County to 

find out what long-term goals and priori-

ties matter most, and least, to people in 

the Yampa Valley. 

Topics including area transporta-

tion systems, environmental steward-

ship efforts, affordable housing, econom-

ic diversity, infrastructure development, 

countywide growth, historic preserva-

tion, public services and more will be on 

the table. 
By asking residents to prioritize those 

topics, planners then can present recom-

mendations to Steamboat Springs City 

Council and the Routt County Board 

of  Commissioners, possibly in summer. 

Those recommendations would detail the 

focus of  a Community Plan update — 

City, county planners 

take 1st look at  

public community 

plan update process

Last week I used this space 

to defend the importance 

of journalism educa-

tion and how it teaches aspiring 

reporters and editors to, among 
other 
things, “be 
fair, accu-
rate and 
account-
able; think 
critically; 
and display 
good news 
judgment.”

Today, 
I am using 
this same 

space to take responsibility for 

a recently published article in 

which I believe we fell short of 

those journalistic standards.

In Sunday’s Pilot & Today, a 

front-page article titled “Sheriff  

works to overhaul agency” pre-

sented a one-sided account of 

the operation of the Routt Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office under former 

leader Gary Wall versus that of 

current Sheriff Garrett Wiggins.

There were several problems 

with the article, including:

■ Unsubstantiated allegations 

of potentially criminal activ-

ity by unnamed Sheriff’s Office 

employees, insinuated to be a 

result of Wall’s lack of oversight. 

This occurred when we report-

ed that some $400 in money and 

the contents of a bag containing 

a white powdery substance were 

missing from the Sheriff’s Office 

evidence room. We provided no 

additional information about the 

nature of that case or when it 

was filed and investigated.
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Steamboat Springs resident Pete Kraska rides his bike to work after skiing at Howelsen Hill during his 

lunch break earlier this week. Improving public trail systems and connections to commercial areas are goals of the 

Steamboat Springs Area Community Plan, which could be updated in a process that will include public meetings 

and discussions in April and May. 

Area plan wheels turning
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■ skI report
Midmountain base 82 inches

Summit base 118 inches

Trails open 165/165

Lifts open 
16/16

Total snow* 388.5 inches

*Total snow at Steamboat Ski Area since Oct. 23 as 

measured at midmountain. For up-to-date road conditions, 

including Rabbit Ears Pass, call 511 or visit www.cotrip.org.

INSIDE: John Popper and the Duskray Troubadours plays Saturday • page 15
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Sheriff 
story 

missed  
the mark

Brent Boyer 
FROM THE EDITOR

See Boyer, page 11
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Instrumentation specialist Gary Lyons repairs a control panel at Hayden Station, the coal-fired power 

plant in west Routt County. Coal industry representatives are planning to increase lobbying and education efforts 

to raise politicians’ awareness of coal’s impacts on Colorado jobs and economies.

Mike Lawrence
PILOT & TODAY STAFF
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Stuart Sanderson said Wednesday that 

coal representatives, to an extent, could have 

themselves to blame for impacts from legisla-

tion adopted last year that has coal and min-

ing industries in an uproar. 

Sanderson, president of the Colorado 

Mining Association, said part of the problem 

is a lack of education — particularly at the 

Capitol in Denver. 

“The lawmakers did not have sufficient 

knowledge of our industry and thus did not 

take into consideration the seriously harmful 

impacts that HB 1365 is going to have — and 

it’s going to hit Routt County right between 

the eyes,” Sanderson said Wednesday, citing 

potential impacts to local employment and tax 

revenues. 
Last year’s House Bill 1365, known as 

the Clean Air-Clean Jobs Act, sets emission-

reduction standards to be met by 2017 and 

would, among other actions, convert or shut 

down some coal-fired Front Range power 

plants in favor of natural gas.

In the wake of the legislation, which spurred 

weeks of contentious Colorado Public Utilities 

Commission hearings in late 2010, Sanderson 

said the coal and mining industries are sig-

nificantly increasing their focus on outreach, 

education and awareness in 2011. 

“I think you’re going to see a much more 

active mining industry in the future,” he said. 

“The mining industry definitely needs to do 

more, there’s no question about it.”

That could mean anything from lobbying 

to more TV advertising — such as the promo-

tions that air on FSN during Colorado Rockies 

games — to encouraging visits from legislators. 

“Obviously, there is a need to hold events 

and try … to encourage lawmakers to visit these 

Left out in the cold
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Partly 
cloudy. 
High of 34.
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■ SKI REPORT
Midmountain base 59 inches

Summit base 77 inches

Trails open 162/165

Lifts open 
16/16

Total snow* 192 inches

*Total snow at Steamboat Ski Area since Oct. 23 as 

measured at midmountain. For up-to-date road conditions, 

including Rabbit Ears Pass, call 511 or visit www.cotrip.org.

Coal industry 

representatives plan 

to increase lobbying 

after tough year

Nicole Inglis
PILOT & TODAY STAFF

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

Leave it to a group of Texans 

to want to have a washers tourna-

ment and an outdoor concert in 

the middle of a Colorado win-

ter, said John Dickson, chief of 
Dickson Pro -
duc  tions.

But that’s 
exactly what 
the participants 
of the 26th 
annual Music-
Fest at Steam-
boat plan to do 
Satur day, and 
all of Steam-
boat Springs is 
invited. 

MusicFest, 
an annual 
group ski trip 
and music festi-
val produced by 
Austin, Texas-

based Dick  son Pro  duc  tions, will 

offer two public outdoor shows 

this year for the community and 

visitors.
The shows are at 1:30 p.m. 

today and Saturday at Gondola 

Square at the base of Steamboat 

Ski Area. 
“It’s kind of our thanks to 

the community,” Dickson said. 

“There’s a lot of interest locally 

to MusicFest and the music. We 

thought it’d be a great way to say 

Festival 
to offer 
2 free 
concerts
Sold-out MusicFest 

hosts public shows

See MusicFest, back page

If you go
■ What: Max 
Stalling and Bart 
Crow Band
When: 1:30 p.m. 

today
Where: Gondola 
Square
Cost: Free
■ What: Jack 
Ingram and Corb 

Lund and the 
Hurtin’ Albertans  

When: 1:30 p.m. 

Saturday
Where: Gondola 
Square
Cost: Free

See Coal, back page
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FULL FOOTBALL DAY: 

New Year’s Day is syn-

onymous with two things — 

relaxing and big-time college 

football bowl games. Find 

a listing of the latter’s offer-

ings inside today’s Saturday 

Morning Press on page 16 

in sports and online at www.

craigdailypress.com.
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reflects on 2010

PAGE 3

REMEMBERING 

A FRIEND
Friends remember Craig 

resident Justin Bliss

PAGE 5

HALF A YEAR OF 

FILMS
Movie Critic Andy 

Bockelman lists top films

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage Paid

Craig, CO
Hayden, CO
Permit No. 5
Meeker, CO

Permit No. 14             Saturday 
MORNING PRESS

THE NEWS YEAR THAT WAS

SEE PAGE 14
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of the most 
important 
happenings 
of 2010 in 
Craig and 

Moffat County
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weAther  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2SAFETY CENTER AT ISSUE: The Craig City Council is scheduled to host 

a work session at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at Craig City Hall, 300 W. Fourth St. The 

work session, which is open to the public, is to discuss ongoing negotiations 

with the Moffat County Commission regarding the Moffat County Public 

Safety Center. Call 824-8151 for more.
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By BEN MCCANNA

Daily Press writer

Matt Beckett, Moffat County 

director of the Grand Futures 

Prevention Coalition, contends 

teen alcohol use is down in Craig, 

and he credits a city ordinance 

with being partially responsible.

The social host ordinance, 

approved by the Craig City 

Council in 2009, made it a 

crime to provide a place for 

people younger than 21 to  

consume alcohol.
“When we see a reduc-

tion in (minors in possession 

of alcohol), hopefully that’s 

the cause,” Beckett said of  

the ordinance.
He cited 2010 results of the 

Healthy Kids Colorado Survey 

and law enforcement data. 

That data, when compared 

against results from a 2008 survey 

and 2009 law enforcement data, 

indicates reductions in almost  

all areas.
In 2010, the Craig Police 

Department and Moffat 

County Sheriff ’s Office 

charged 71 fewer minors for 

possession of alcohol than  

in 2009.
Beckett said the social ordi-

nance was controversial when it 

was created in 2009.

“We had quite a bit of com-

munity support, but there were 

also people who were really 

against it,” he said. “A lot of 

it had to do with giving police 

officers too much power over  

personal privacy.”
The ordinance passed, 

4-3, in an October 2009 city  

council meeting.

By BEN MCCANNA

Daily Press writer

Craig resident Dave 

Walters stood in his  

workshop Wednesday.

“This here is 70 hours of my 

week,” Walters said of his shop. 

“I usually work 19-hour shifts 

every day.”
Walters is a single father of 

three school-aged children. He 

works construction on the side, 

but the bulk of his working 

hours are devoted to his true 

passion, Chameo Engravings 

and Cutouts, which he runs out 

of his home on Sixth Street  

in Craig.
Walters, 40, creates more 

than 20 different wood prod-

ucts, including benches, mirror 

frames, coasters and more.

“It’s not good for my health,” 

Walters said of his work sched-

ule. “I just had a (transient 

ischemic attack), which is a 

mini-stroke on the first of the 

year. It almost took me out  

of commission.”
In the weeks before the 

attack, Walters had been work-

ing exceptionally hard.

In November 2010, he created 

his signature product, which he 

named after his business. The 

Chameo — pronounced cameo 

— is a lap tray, which Walters 

contends has more than 14 uses.

In January, Walters submit-

ted a patent application for the 

Chameo. The U.S. Patent Office 

provided Walters with a patent 

pending number: 61448195.

The Chameo appears to be a 

simple lap tray. It is a flat, ply-

wood surface with two hinged 

legs that fold out from below. 

Two clevis pins secure the legs 

into place when unfolded.

Each Chameo is engraved 

with a freehand design by 

Walters. Most designs feature a 

Western scene, such as a buck-

ing bronco, a cowboy in silhou-

ette, or an eagle in flight, but 

Walters also does custom work.

The name Chameo is a com-

bination of the words chame-

leon and cameo, Walters said 

Chameleon suits the device 

because the Chameo’s hinges 

allow the device to change, 

Walters said. Cameo is an 

engraving technique.

The name is also indicative of 

Walters’ products, he said.

“Everything I build here I try 

to make it so it has more than 

one purpose,” Walters said.

For instance, the Chameo has 

so many purposes, a consumer 

would have to purchase $1,000 

worth of single-purpose prod-

ucts to get the same number of 

uses, Walters contends.

“They can be used as stools,” 

Walters said. “In my market-

ing packet, I have pictures of 

me standing on them, working 

on them. My kids use them all 

the time to get into cabinets or 

change light bulbs.

“People use them on buf-

fet tables. They put a slow 

cooker up top and serving  

bowls beneath.
“I had a lady call me a week 

ago to tell me that her grandson 

unfolds one of the legs, sits it in 

front of the TV and colors on it. 

And, when he’s done, she leaves 

it there, lays her back against it 

and does tummy crunches.

“The list goes on and on.”

Walters first took his product 

to market during a craft sale 

a crafty craig business
local entrepreneur seeking patent for woodworking project

ben MCCAnnA/dAily press

woodworker daVe walters displays his signature product, the Chameo, in his 

workshop wednesday. walters, who runs his Chameo engravings and Cutouts out of 

his Craig home, received a patent pending number for the Chameo, a collapsible lap 

tray with various other uses.

data suggests 
decrease

Grand Futures: teen 

alcohol use down in 

Moffat County

See data on page 12

See chameo on page 12
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