
P.O. Box 774827  |  1901 Curve Plaza  |  Steamboat Springs, CO 80477  |  (970) 879-1502  |  Fax (970) 879-7541

   mountain apps
Your iPhone knows  

the ski area  

better than younew eateries 
in the works

3 restaurants to 

open in 2010

business 3A

Father Ernest Bayer 

got a new church for 

Christmas. Now all he 

has to do is find about $2 mil-

lion more to build it.
The 

Steamboat 
Springs City 
Council gave 
final approv-
al Dec. 15 to 
the first and 
largest phase 
of an expan-

sion for Holy Name Catholic 

Church, of which Bayer is the 

pastor. The 15,382-foot, $5 

million church expansion was 

nearly the last item on a packed 

agenda that brought crowds to 

Centennial Hall last month for 

issues including the upcoming 

Steamboat 700 annexation vote, 

medical marijuana dispensaries 

and regional building fees. By 

the time the City Council got 

around to approving the church 

expansion with a 4-1 vote, with 

Jim Engelken opposing, most 

of the people had left. 

But the moment was monu-

mental for Bayer. 

The 47-year-old pastor has 

led the parish of the downtown 

Steamboat church for more 

than four years. It’s his first pas-

torate. Bayer said Wednesday 

that even before one stone has 

been laid, the expansion of 

Holy Name is proving to be a 

massive undertaking. But he 

trusts in a higher power. 

“It’s extremely challenging. 

It’s a big leap of faith,” he said. 

“I feel like God has called me 

to move in this direction. … I’m 

just trying to walk in faith.”

The need for an expanded 

Holy Name was evident, he 

said, during the church’s total 

of seven masses on Christmas 

Eve and Christmas Day. One 

of those masses, on Christmas 

Eve, was held at the Sheraton 

Steamboat Resort and drew 

about 600 people, according to 

Bayer and longtime parishioner 

Barb Shipley. As many as 600 

also attended several of the 

holiday masses at Holy Name, 

where people were seated on the 

floor in front of the sanctuary, 

in seating areas to each side of 

the main nave, in the balcony 

and even in the church base-

ment, where they watched the 

service on a television screen. 

ski town usa snow report

*24-hour snowfall as of 12:30 p.m. previous day; † total snow beginning oct. 21 as measured at mid-mountain

For up-to-Date roaD ConDitions, inCluDing rabbit ears pass, call 511 or visit: www.cotrip.org

❄New snow — Mid-mountain* 5.5 in.

New snow — Summit 5.5 in.

Base — Mid-mountain 39 in.

Base — Summit 44 in.

Total snow† 
102.5 in.

Trails open 156/165

Lifts open 16/18 
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Dan Gilchrist finds a route through the aspens Thursday. On Saturday, the ski area 

surpassed the 100-inch mark for the season. 

Margaret Hair
PiLOT & TODAy STAff
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A snowstorm that hit early 

Saturday gave Steamboat Ski 

Area a powdery push to the 

100-inch mark for season snow-

fall.
Reporting 97 inches for the 

season and no new snowfall at 

5 a.m. Saturday, Steamboat Ski 

and Resort Corp. reported an 

additional 5.5 inches of new 

snow on its Web site by 2 p.m. 

That puts the ski area past 

its first snow milestone in a sea-

son that started on time but 

has lagged behind recent years 

in terms of snow accumula-

tion. During the past 10 years, 

the ski area has averaged 134.8 

inches of snow by the end of 

December; the total for the 

2009 portion of this season was 

96.25 inches.

Paul Frisbie, a forecaster with 

the National Weather Service in 

Grand Junction, said Saturday 

afternoon that he expected 

the day’s quick-moving, mois-

ture-packed storm to continue 

dropping snow through early 

evening Saturday, with occa-

sional showers today and pos-

sibly Monday adding “maybe 

an inch here and there” to the 

storm total.

A system coming in from 

the north Tuesday evening and 

Wednesday is expected to bring 

colder temperatures and a better 

chance of snow, Frisbie said. 

At the base of the moun-

tain Saturday afternoon, Jim 

Clair and Heidi Weckbacher, 

who were visiting Steamboat 

from Boston, said their morn-

ing runs in the Storm Peak and 

Morningside areas of the moun-

Ski area hits 100-inch mark

Jack Weinstein
PiLOT & TODAy STAff
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Tim Corrigan wants every 

incoming Soroco High School 

freshman to have an Apple 

MacBook laptop computer.

And he’d like the program to 

start next year.
The South Routt School 

Board president’s idea may 

sound radical. After all, the cur-

rent economic recession coupled 

with a projected reduction in 

state funding next school year 

doesn’t make the prospect of any 

expenditure appealing.

But after hearing Corrigan’s 

rationale, it seems more realistic.

“We’re preparing students for 

jobs that don’t even exist yet,” 

Corrigan said last week. “So we 

better be sure we’re flexible about 

how we provide education.”

Despite not knowing what 

those jobs may be, Corrigan 

said he’d bet they would require 

significant technological know-

how. It’s not just about reading, 

writing and arithmetic anymore, 

he said.
Corrigan made the propos-

al that the South Routt School 

District should provide a Mac-

Book for incoming freshmen at 

the most recent School Board 

meeting, after a presentation 

about an Apple program at the 

Colorado Association of School 

Boards meeting last month in 

Colorado Springs.
Cost is the biggest sticking 

point in any capital expenditure 

the district undertakes in the 

next few years, with Gov. Bill 

Ritter’s proposal to cut state-

wide K-12 funding by more than 

$200 million in 2010-11. South 

Routt’s share of the cut is pro-

jected to be $221,576.

“We have to hold on to what 

we have,” South Routt Super-

intendent Scott Mader said last 

week. “There are going to be 

a couple of years ahead of us 

that will be as bad or worse than 

they are now. We’ll really have to 

Soroco 
reviews 
laptops
Plan would provide 

a MacBook for all 

incoming freshmen

john f. russell/staff

Father Ernest Bayer, of Holy Name Catholic Church, is continuing fundraising efforts for a $5 million expansion that the Steamboat Springs City Council approved Dec. 15.

See soroco, page 7A
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An al-Qaida affiliate in 

Yemen apparently ordered the 

Christmas Day plot against a 

U.S. airliner, training and arm-

ing the 23-year-old Nigerian 

man accused in the failed 

bombing, President Barack 

Obama said Saturday.

“This is not the first time this 

group has targeted us,” Obama 

said, reporting on some of the 

findings of an administration 

review into how intelligence 

agencies failed to prevent 

Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab 

from boarding Detroit-bound 

Northwest Flight 253.

In his most direct pub-

lic language to date, Obama 

described the path through 

Yemen of  Abdulmutallab. 

He also emphasized that the 

United States would continue 

its partnerships with friendly 

countries — citing Yemen, in 

particular — to fight terrorists 

and extremist groups.

The U.S. plans to more than 

double its counterterrorism aid 

to the impoverished, fragment-

ed Arab nation in the coming 

year to support Yemen’s cam-

paign against al-Qaida.

Obama’s homeland security 

team has been piecing togeth-

er just how Abdulmutallab 

was able to get on the plane. 

Officials have described flaws 

in the system and by those 

executing the strategy and have 

delivered a preliminary assess-

ment.
A top counterterrorism 

official said Saturday that al-

Qaida and other extremists are 

Obama cites al-Qaida link in bomb plot

See obama, page 8AKent nishimura/abaca Press

President Barack Obama makes a 

statement from Hawaii on Monday about 

increased security for air travel. 

For more
Visit Holy Name Catholic Church 

online at www.holynamecc.org. free 

DVDs about the planned expansion 

are available in the church lobby. 

President to continue partnership with Yemen to fight terrorism, extremist groups

See holy name, page 8A

Weekend snowfall puts 2009-10 season total past 1st milestone

Story by  

Mike Lawrence

sunday 
focus

See snow, page 7A
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LOOK INSIDE for

Up to $4,000 in savings for only $595!  
Purchase deadline: January 31, 2012

Signed contract required

2012 PRESS PASS
The new year is here, and now is the time to put your 2012 mar-

keting plan in place. The 2012 Press Pass is a great way to get started. 
For only $595, the Press Pass gets you 80 inches of advertising in the 
Steamboat Today and Steamboat Pilot & Today newspapers, as well 
as discounts on our popular magazine brands. Did you know that 96 
percent of Routt County residents read the Steamboat Today news-
paper at least once per week?! This is deal you don’t want to pass up.

THE 2012 PRESS PASS INCLUDES:
■ 40 inches of full-color ads
■ 40 inches of black-and-white ads
■ One half-price Note Ad on the front of the newspaper
■ A half-page ad at the quarter-page price in each issue of 

Steamboat Living or Explore Steamboat magazine
■ 20% off any full-page ad in Steamboat Homefinder 
■ 10% off an ExploreSteamboat.com Enhanced Listing
■ 10% off banner ads on SteamboatToday.com
■ The advertiser has the option to add color to the black-and-white 

ads at the rate of $4 per column inch. 
■ Limit 1 per business. 
■ Advertising must be used between Feb. 1 and Nov. 30, 2012.

2012 ADVERTISING RATES

You’ve been granted all access to the best deals in advertising!
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Powder pups
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Allie Feldman tosses a tennis ball for her dogs Clifford, front, and Sophia while playing in the snow Friday afternoon 

in Steamboat Springs. Snowy, windy conditions are expected to continue into the afternoon today.

Matt Stensland
PILOT & TODAY STAFF
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West Routt Fire Protection 

District Chief Bryan Rickman is 

being lauded as a hero after mak-

ing a decision that helped save a 

47-year-old Steamboat Springs 

woman’s life Wed -

nesday.
Michele Du    n -

klin was driving 

back to Steam -

boat after shop-

ping in Craig 

when she tried to 

pass a semitrailer 

on U.S. Highway 

40 outside Hay -

den and hit a 

pickup head-on. 
Rickman ar  -

rived at the scene 

shortly after 1 

p.m. to find the 

pickup blocking 

the driver’s side 

door of the Chev -

rolet Trailblazer with Dunk  lin 

inside. A piece of the Trailblazer 

had impaled her.
“I could just tell by looking 

at her just how critical she was,” 

Rick  man said Friday. “She didn’t 

need medics working on her. She 

needed trauma surgeons.”

Chief 
‘acted 
like a 
hero’
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Sailors win 
in overtime  
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Light parade 
is tonight

Lincoln Avenue to close 

through downtown during 

Merry Mainstreet event

Page 5
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YVMC buys 
CT scanner

$1.7 million machine  

brings new technology  

to nonprofit hospital
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with snow.
High of 37.
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■ SKI REPORT
Midmountain base 40 inches

Summit base 56 inches

Trails open 145/165

Lifts open 
11/16

Total snow* 123 inches

*Total snow at Steamboat Ski Area since Oct. 23 as 

measured at midmountain. For up-to-date road conditions, 

including Rabbit Ears Pass, call 511 or visit www.cotrip.org.

Quick decision helps 

save woman in crash

See Crash, page 18

Online
Get updates 
on Michele 
Dunklin’s 
condition at
www.michele 
dunklin.
blogspot.
com.

Dunklin

Who’s the 
best vet?

Vote on ExploreSteamboat.com


